Introduction

The Lenten Bible Study for 2010, On the Way to Jerusalem: A Lenten Journey, invites an exploration of the Christian life through reflection on the appointed Gospel readings for the Sundays in Lent in the Revised Common Lectionary.

 

Materials are suitable for individual, small group, and congregational study and are available for download at www.eastmich.org.  For those interested in expanding their study beyond the local-level, an on-line, interactive conversation about the readings is available, beginning at:

http://easternmichigan.typepad.com/easternmichiganbishop
 

This weblog or “blog” discussion is an additional, but not required, resource for individuals, small groups, and congregations throughout the diocese (and beyond!) to connect with one another in a common bible study.    Add your thoughts, ask questions and respectfully challenge the theological insights shared by others.  

 

On the Way to Jerusalem invites us to spend an intentional time with Jesus and to deepen our faith as we walk with him on his journey to Jerusalem.

The Walk

Those of us who walk along this road

do so reluctantly.

Lent is not our favorite time of year.

We’d rather be more active –

planning and scurrying around.

All this is too contemplative to suit us.

Besides we don’t know what to do

with piousness and prayer.

Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think,

for thoughts come unbidden.

Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future

knowing our past.

Give us the courage, O God,

to hear your word

and to read our living into it.

Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven,

and give us the faith

to take up our lives and walk.

(From Kneeling in Jerusalem. (c)1992 Ann Barr Weems. Used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press.)

Readings for the Week of:

1st  Sunday in Lent  +   February 20, 2010

Luke 4:1-13

Focus: Challenging Temptations: The Journey Begins

2nd  Sunday in Lent  +   February 27, 2010

Luke 13:31-35

Focus: Fox and Hen: Danger and Protection on the Way

3rd  Sunday in Lent  +   March 7, 2010

Luke 13:1-9

Focus: A Call for Repentance: The Gift of Another Chance

4th  Sunday in Lent  +   March 14, 2010

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Focus: The Loving Father: Sharing in God’s Grace

5th  Sunday in Lent  +   March 21, 2010

John 12:1-8

Focus: The Fragrance of Devotion: Living the Way of Discipleship

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday  +   March 28, 2010

Luke  23:1-56

Focus: “Father, forgive them”: Journey’s End 

Challenging Temptations:  The Journey Begins 

1st  Sunday in Lent  +   February 20, 2010

Scripture

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ”  

5 Then the devil* led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And the devil* said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written, ’Worship the Lord your God,  and serve only him.’ ”  

9 Then the devil* took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, ’He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you’, 11and ’On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

    --- Luke 4:1-13
The text of this passage is taken from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission.
Commentary
When Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit descends upon him like a dove and a heavenly voice announces that he is God’s Son. Immediately after this, the Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness, where he remains for 40 days.  Full of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is faced with the question of what it means to be God’s Son and how he will carry out that role.
Jesus would have been familiar with the various expectations about the Messiah. Some believed the Messiah would be a political figure, much like a Davidic king, who would overthrow the Roman occupation and reestablish the kingdom of Israel. Others expected a priestly Messiah who would focus on the religious and worship life of the Temple. These political and religious roles form the essence of two of the temptations that the devil presents to Jesus. 
The first temptation is personal. Jesus is famished after not eating anything for 40 days, and the devil invites him to turn a stone into bread. The second temptation is political: the devil invites Jesus to worship him in exchange for all the kingdoms of the world. The third temptation is religious: the devil quotes from the Psalms to remind Jesus that God’s angels are supposed to protect him. Therefore Jesus can safely throw himself from the pinnacle of the Temple.
Jesus’ response is simply to reject each temptation by quoting scripture. He does not engage in discussion or argument with the devil. Arguing with temptation could allow the temptation to become too attractive to resist. Jesus will not use his power for his own benefit, nor will he flaunt his power by miraculous acts.  He will carry out his role through faithfulness to God, and he will not put God to the test.
The temptations invite Jesus to do things that appear to be attractive, pleasant, and even make sense. They are an indication of his strength rather than his weakness, because all of them are within his power to do. Jesus knows, however, that on the way to Jerusalem his power is to be expressed not through miraculous acts, but through humility and service.
For Reflection
1. How is Jesus’ time in the wilderness connected to his baptism?

2. How does this passage help you understand who Jesus is?

3. What do you remember or what have you been told about your baptism? How are you living into the promises made at your baptism?

4. Jesus relied on scripture in his response to temptation. What role does scripture play in your life?
5. What can you learn from Jesus about how to deal with temptations? How will you apply what you have learned to the temptations in your life?
Prayer
Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to read our living into it.  Give us the faith to rely on you as we face the temptations on our journey. Amen.
Fox and Hen:  Danger and Protection on the Way
2nd  Sunday in Lent  +   February 27, 2010
Scripture
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.’”32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,* ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem’. 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when* you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 
---Luke 13:31-35
The text of this passage is taken from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission.

Commentary
In this passage we find two components: a warning (31-33) and a lament (34-35). Together they convey a sense of impending danger and crisis, as Jesus speaks about his work and his destiny in Jerusalem.
The warning comes from some Pharisees, who warn Jesus that Herod is looking to kill him. Herod has already shown his willingness to get rid of those who speak against him in the case of John the Baptist, so the threat is very real. Jesus, however, takes a tone that shows no fear of Herod. In fact, he refers to Herod as “that fox,” an image that would be understood as an insult that suggests Herod is sly, cunning and destructive. Jesus’ message to Herod is that he must and will continue his work of healing for two days and complete it on the third day. He must continue on his way to Jerusalem, because he is following God’s purposes. Jerusalem, in the province of Judea, is beyond Herod’s jurisdiction as ruler of Galilee. Jesus travels from Galilee to Jerusalem as part of God’s plan, and Herod has no power to interfere with his journey toward the fate God has determined for him.
Jesus addresses his death when he says it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside Jerusalem. Biblical texts do not show a pattern of prophets suffering death in Jerusalem, but this idea appears in Jewish tradition. Jesus identifies himself with the prophets and says he must continue his healing work and his journey until he reaches Jerusalem.
Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem begins in verse 34. He says Jerusalem does not welcome prophets, but rather kills them. This is less a statement of judgment and more a call to repentance. In the metaphor of the mother hen protecting her chicks under her wings Jesus communicates God’s intention to protect Jerusalem through him. This nurturing aspect of God has become visible and tangible in the person of Jesus, yet Jerusalem has not responded to the invitations to gather under God’s wings. The fox threatens and Jerusalem is in danger until it will accept the mother hen’s love that will save them from disaster.
For Reflection
1. What does Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ warning reveal about his intentions?
2. What are some situations today in which a “fox” threatens the wellbeing of others? 
3. What are some situations along your journey when a “fox” has threatened your own wellbeing? How did you respond?
4. When has God invited you to gather under God’s wings, and how have you responded?
5. What do you learn about God’s love from this passage?
Prayer
Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to read our living into it.  Give us the wisdom to recognize the fox that threatens us and to welcome the invitation to gather under your wings. Amen.
A Call for Repentance:  The Gift of Another Chance
3rd Sunday in Lent  +   March 7, 2010

Scripture

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”  










--- Luke 13:1-9

The text of this passage is taken from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission.
Commentary

Some people tell Jesus about a terrible event in which Pilate had his soldiers slaughter a group of Galilean pilgrims as they were worshiping  and offering sacrifices, and the blood of the Galileans mingled with that of their sacrifices. This particular incident is not known from other sources, although historians do mention a number of Pilate’s confrontations with Jews that sometimes led to bloodshed. Jesus asks whether they think these Galileans died because they were more sinful than all other Galileans. There was a commonly held belief that sin resulted in suffering and disaster, so if they died, they must have been sinners. Jesus dismisses this idea, but then adds that all who do not repent will likewise die. 
Then Jesus mentions the eighteen people in Jerusalem who died when the tower of Siloam fell on them, another event not known from ancient sources. The Pool of Siloam was located not far from the Temple near the city wall, and apparently a tower in the wall had collapsed. Again Jesus asks if they think these eighteen were greater sinners than everyone else living in Jerusalem. His answer again is no, but all who do not repent will likewise die.
Death by political violence, by accident, or by natural disaster does not occur because God has chosen to punish particular people for their sins, says Jesus. At the same time, life is filled with dangers, and death may happen at any moment, suddenly and unexpectedly. The coming judgment may occur just as suddenly. Therefore, the need for repentance is urgent.

Jesus continues the theme of the coming judgment in the parable of the unfruitful fig tree. The image of unfruitful trees occurs in the Old Testament (Micah 7:1 and Isaiah 5:1-7), and Jesus adds a new element in the actions of the gardener. The fig tree has been growing for three years and has produced no fruit. Three years should have been enough time for fruit to develop, so the tree’s owner instructs the gardener to cut it down. It appears that the tree will never be productive, so the logical thing is to remove it so it does not take up valuable soil that could be used for a fruitful tree. The gardener intercedes and asks for one more year to cultivate and fertilize it.
There is still time for the possibility of fruitfulness, but time is short. God is the judge of human behavior, yet God also offers the opportunity for repentance. God will mercifully allow one last chance for people to repent and return to the Lord. There is a limit to God’s patience, however, and God’s judgment is coming soon.
For Reflection
1. What does the word “repent” mean? When Jesus says it is necessary to repent, what is he asking you to do?

2. What does this passage say to you about making judgment on others?
3. What kind of “fruit” has been your harvest during the last year?

4. What part of your life has been unproductive and may need time and attention?

5. What “fertilizer” do you need to produce a better harvest? How will you find and receive this “fertilizer”?

Prayer

Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to read our living into it.  Give us the strength to recognize our need to return to you and fertilize our lives that we may bear a fruitful harvest. Amen.
The Loving Father:  Sharing in God’s Grace

4th  Sunday in Lent  +   March 14, 2010

Scripture

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

3 So he told them this parable:

“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with* the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’  20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’* 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father* said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 








      --- Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The text of this passage is taken from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission.
Commentary

In chapter 15 Jesus tells three parables in response to the Pharisees’ criticism that he welcomes sinners and eats with them. From the Pharisees’ perspective, associating with these people violates the Law, but welcoming sinners forms the heart of Jesus’ ministry.

In this parable, the younger son asks for his share of the property. Normally the division of the property would take place only after his father’s death. To ask for the inheritance ahead of time was considered highly inappropriate and disrespectful, but the father divides his property and gives the son his inheritance. The son abandons his responsibilities to the family, goes off to a foreign country and squanders the proceeds in irresponsible ways. This series of shameful acts reaches its climax when the son, desperate because he is without money, takes a job feeding pigs, which were considered an abomination according to Jewish law. 
As he is sitting in the pig pen so hungry that he wishes to eat even the pigs’ food, the younger son “comes to himself.” He realizes that he has made a terrible mistake. He will return to his home and his father. He will acknowledge that he has sinned and he is no longer worthy to be considered a son. He prepares a speech to explain all of this to his father, and he begins his journey home.
The father is overjoyed at the return of the son, who was lost and as much as dead. As soon as he sees the son, the father runs out to welcome him and greets him with open arms. This attitude by the father is unexpected for two reasons. A father would have most likely disowned a son who had behaved in such a disrespectful way. Running around in this manner would also have been considered inappropriate and undignified for a family patriarch. Yet, even before the son finishes his speech of humble apology, the father has already begun to arrange for the celebration. 
The older son, who has faithfully worked beside his father at home, resents the special treatment that his father shows at the younger son’s return. As the older son complains about being overlooked and taken for granted, he shows his own lack of respect for his father and places himself in danger of becoming just as lost as his brother has been. He is enraged at his father’s extravagant generosity to the returning “lost” one and refuses to join the celebration. The father again breaks social norms by leaving his guests to go out and reassure his older son and persuade him to join the celebration.
This parable presents a vivid picture of what God’s love is like and of what Jesus took as the model for his ministry of welcome to the outcast and sinners. God’s generosity extends to all, both faithful followers of the Law like the Pharisees and those who find themselves on the margins of society. When repentance results in new life, this calls for celebration, and everyone is invited to the party.
For Reflection
1. How does this parable answer the Pharisees’ objection in verse 2?

2. What do you learn from this passage about sin, repentance, and God’s love?

3. Which role in the story do you fit into most naturally?

4. What do you suppose happens next? How will the younger brother behave? Do the two brothers reconcile?

5. How can we participate in the celebration of God’s love in a way that includes everyone, both those who have returned from being lost and those who have been there all along?

Prayer

Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to read our living into it.  Give us the gift of openness that, like Jesus, we may welcome all in your love. Amen.
The Fragrance of Devotion:  Living the Way of Discipleship 

5th  Sunday in Lent   +   March 21, 2010

Scripture

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them* with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5”Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii* and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it* so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”










      --- John 12:1-8

The text of this passage is taken from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission.
Commentary

This meal, which takes place only a few days before Jesus’ arrest in Jerusalem, follows the dramatic event of Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead. (11:1-46) Someone who sees this dramatic event reports it to the Pharisees. The Pharisees and the high priests then hold a meeting to discuss what to do about Jesus, and they agree to develop a plot to kill him. 
We know about Mary and Martha from two earlier events in the gospels:   when Jesus raises their brother, Lazarus from the dead and the visit of Jesus to their home when Martha works frantically in the kitchen while Mary sits at Jesus’ feet. (Luke 10: 38-42) In today’s reading Martha again serves the meal, while Mary takes expensive perfume, anoints Jesus’ feet with it, and wipes his feet with her hair. Normally each person engaged in foot washing when entering a home in order to remove dirt from the street, while anointing took place in preparing a body for burial. Mary is doing something that would never take place at the dinner table. Her actions become even more shocking because she would have had to let down her hair in order to wipe Jesus’ feet. In that society, a woman letting her hair down was a suggestive action that usually took place in the bedroom and not in the dining room.
Mary’s extravagant gesture overwhelms the whole house with the fragrance of the perfume. Judas’ response indicates that he believes Mary has wasted the valuable perfume and that it might better be sold to support the poor. Here John makes an editorial comment that Judas’ motive is actually selfish, since as the keeper of the purse he steals from it. 300 denarii was roughly the equivalent of a year’s wages for a laborer, so the perfume has great monetary value. 
The verb “to wipe” used here is the same word used when Jesus washes his disciples’ feet at the last meal before his arrest. John uses this word for Mary’s actions to point toward the coming events at the last supper.
Jesus’ response to Judas’ question has a somewhat sharp tone. “Leave her alone.” He then goes on to refer to his death and burial. He will not always be with them. In fact, tensions are rising and the Pharisees’ plot will soon come to fruition.
For Reflection
1. What message does Mary’s anointing of Jesus’ feet communicate to you?

2. Where do you find yourself in this scene? Are you with Mary or Martha or Judas?

3. What do you think is the relationship between Mary’s anointing of Jesus’ feet and Jesus’ washing his disciples’ feet?

4. What do you learn about the life of discipleship from Mary’s actions?

Prayer
Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to read our living into it.  Give us extravagant faith that our lives may show that we are your disciples. Amen.
“Father, forgive them”:  Journey’s End

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday  +   March 28, 2010

Scripture
23Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus* before Pilate. 2They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”* 3Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” 5But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. 9He questioned him at some length, but Jesus* gave him no answer. 10The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. 12That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”* 

18 Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!” 19(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 23But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 

26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and said, ”Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus* there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[ 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”]]* And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah* of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him,* “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding* him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah?* Save yourself and us” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into* your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land* until three in the afternoon, 45while the sun’s light failed;* and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”* 48And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 

  








--- Luke 23: 1-49
The text of this passage is taken from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission.
Commentary
Luke’s account of the trial of Jesus emphasizes his innocence. Both Pilate and Herod question Jesus and find that he has done nothing wrong.
Even when they challenge him directly, Jesus does not produce a miracle or any dramatic action to demonstrate his identity as a king. Luke tells us that Herod has been hoping to meet Jesus and see him perform a sign. When Jesus says and does nothing, Herod joins his soldiers in mocking Jesus and sends him back to Pilate. Luke next records the astonishing news that on this day Herod and Pilate become friends. Somehow, through their encounter with Jesus, these two who have been enemies become friends.
Pilate finds that Jesus does not behave like a rebellious leader, nor is there evidence that he has done anything to warrant death. Pilate wishes to release him, but the crowd calls for Pilate to release Barabbas, leader of a revolt and a murderer, crimes for which crucifixion is the normal punishment. After asking three times what Jesus has done and getting no answer except the call for Barabbas, Pilate does as the crowd asks. For Pilate, the reality is that Rome rules. The inscription on the cross, “This is the King of the Jews” is filled with sarcasm, because Jesus has done nothing to show that he fits the Roman model of a king. 

Simon, a pilgrim from the city of Cyrene in North Africa, finds himself conscripted to carry the cross. Usually the convicted criminal carries the crossbeam of his cross as part of the torture and humiliation. Luke does not tell us why Jesus is unable to do this himself, although it is not hard to imagine that the events of the previous day had left him exhausted. Part of Jesus’ message has been to urge people to take up their cross and follow him. At this critical moment, Simon literally takes up Jesus’ cross and follows him.
Jesus’ conversation with the two men crucified with him appears only in Luke. The words of each criminal reflect the two primary attitudes toward Jesus: skepticism and belief. The first man questions who Jesus is and sarcastically says: If you’re the Messiah, then save yourself and us too. The second criminal rebukes the first and reminds him that they are being punished for their crimes, while Jesus is innocent. Then he calls Jesus by name and asks Jesus to remember him in his kingdom. Not only will Jesus remember him, but, Jesus affirms, “Today you will be with me in Paradise.”
For Reflection
1. What are some aspects of Jesus’ humility that come through the story of his passion? Does his example encourage or discourage you?

2. Is Jesus a king? What kind of king?
3. What do you learn about the role of a leader from the story of Jesus’ passion?
4. Has your trust in God ever been tested to the limits? What upheld you?

5. What does it mean for you to follow Jesus? 
Prayer
Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to read our living into it.  Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven, and give us the faith to take up our lives and walk. Amen.

